My name is Katelyn Pontore and I'm currently a senior at General Mclane High School in Erie County.  I'm a people person with a strong positive, kind, energetic personality.  Being selected as SADD student of the year for the state of Pennsylvania is a tremendous honor.  Empowering the youth of Pennsylvania against destructive influences serves as such a constructive outlet and brings me extreme joy!  Throughout the past two years I have been the president of our school's Youth Leadership Council, which encompasses SADD, BUSTED, PAUD, and CADCA, the only student member of the General Mclane Safe and Drug Free Advisory Committee, Erie County BOYA representative and Erie County BUSTED representative for Pennsylvania and the anti tobacco coalition, and trainer for compliance checks with the Erie County district attorneys office.  Compliance checks were one of my favorite things to do!  I have attended countless SADD, BUSTED, and BOYA conferences and love sharing the information gathered and my experience with my school and community!
    Other activities I participate in and outside of school include student council as the service chair member, Students For Academic Excellence, National Honor Society, Principle's Honor Roll, Prom committee, ski club, pep club, Broadway dinner, golf, cheerleading, ballet, jazz dance, FootSteps, TEC, and RYLA!  Currently I am employed at a mexican restaurant in Edinboro called Jack Rabbit Flats.  I have become very skilled with time management in balancing everything I'm involved in.  Spending time with friends and family means the most to me and I cherish every second!
    Throughout these past two years I've realized there is a great need to educate the youth on the dangers of destructive influences and provide a friendly encouraging environment where students can develop confidence in making positive choices and attain personal growth.  I'm determined that with the help of SADD we can make a difference and succeed in achieving this goal and many others!  The support I have received from my community and school has been extremely motivating!  Everyone is beginning to understand that we hold the power to stimulate change.  Being recognized as a leader in my community allows my voice to be heard and more importantly assure that the voices of others are heard just as loud.  In my opinion a good leader should constantly step forward to guide others in finding solutions to problems.  One should also understand the importance of being an equally good follower.  Not everyone can be a leader all the time.  It takes cooperation and team work.  If everyone tried to lead we would have no direction or followers to support us.  The ability to truly listen to others also plays a huge part in leadership! Whether someone is giving you advice, specific directions, or voicing a compliant there is always a proper way to listen and respond.  As a leader I am continually striving to embrace and constantly improve in all of these qualities and several others.  SADD has helped succeed in cultivating a strong sense of leadership among my community and school as well as myself!  I feel an immeasurable sense of accomplishment from joining SADD!  It's wonderful to share a common vision of a "no use" lifestyle and way of life with so many others.
    In my school SADD has been a valuable tool in uniting the students and the community, forming lasting friendships with positive people, and becoming more confident in making healthy decisions.  SADD allows students to find fun alternatives to destructive decisions while demonstrating the benefits of making healthy positive choices.  The number one reason why SADD is a precious part of my life is the incredible time you have with friends, while striving to make an important change in the world by encouraging healthy decisions in life.  The life lessons learned and memorable moments created by SADD will last forever.  SADD is not only about promoting healthy lifestyles.  It also instills a sense of worth, leadership, responsibility, and real world experience shaping someone into the type of person hey aspire to become.
    On behalf of the youth of Pennsylvania I gladly accept the role and responsibility of being SADD student of the year.  I'm overwhelmingly grateful for this extraordinary opportunity that the state has bestowed upon me.  I look forward to working effectively with SADD and believe we will accomplish amazing things and make prestigious progress.  We have the power to make a positive change.  The future is in our hands, we must act wisely.  Thank you!
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