 

My name is Andrew Karasik, and I am ecstatic to have been appointed as SADD Student of the Year of the State of Pennsylvania for the coming term.  I have been involved with SADD and similar organizations for some time now.  I am very involved with my community, serving as president of the Junior Class at Lower Merion High School, in Ardmore, Montgomery County, serving on the Executive Board for the Pennsylvania Youth Led Anti-Tobacco Movement, called BUSTED!  I am the president of the SADD chapter at my high school, and the student coordinator of prevention programs for my school district.  I also am one of the student coordinators for the Montgomery County Youth Advisory Panel, a subsidiary of BUSTED!  I love working in prevention, and love helping my peers steer away from destructive decisions.  
                I am often asked, “What does SADD mean to me?”  Well, to me, SADD is not just an organization of which I am proud to be a member and local leader.  It helps give meaning to a core set of values that define who I am—the values of honesty, strong leadership, and respect (both for myself and those around me).  SADD has helped me to find a lifestyle that not only suits me and my personality, but keeps me safe.  It has taught me the necessity of a “No Use” lifestyle.  SADD has also come to be a part of me and to strengthen me emotionally.  It has made me more confident about myself, and my surroundings.  It has led me to trust in my decisions, and my own beliefs.  In addition, SADD and the “No Use” lifestyle have become the basis for my morals, and how I live my life.  
            I originally joined SADD for a few reasons.  One is that my Mother coordinates the SADD chapter at her school in the Philadelphia school district.  Another is that I felt my school lacking in prevention programs and the other ideals that SADD embodies.  I wanted to assist in creating a safer and healthier environment for myself and all of my peers.  I believe that true positive change in schools and the lives of teens cannot come from the environment around them, but rather from the students among them.    SADD is unique in that it is an organization that truly does good all the time.  Good deeds are what humanity is based upon and the knowledge of this is the key to the effectiveness of SADD.  What we are doing in SADD will benefit not only those who are members of the organization, but everyone in our communities.  This is the real basis and purpose of SADD; to be an intricate part of the community, and to promote the safety of our respective communities, and the World as a whole.  
I would like to thank the entire state for giving me the opportunity to lead the SADD Movement through the coming term.  I really believe in the power and the effectiveness of SADD.  I know we can be extremely effective, and  we can achieve great things.  Together, we are going to inflict our communities with positive change.  This change in return will ensure the safety and well being of ourselves, our children, and our communities.  And that in my opinion is the true magic of SADD.  Thank you again!
                                                                                                                 Andrew Karasik
